
Vinnie Bagwell
	 Vinnie Bagwell’s public artworks teach, challenge, and 
inspire by bringing often overlooked histories and identities into the 
public eye. She is an inductee for 2022-23 Who’s Who in America for 
sculpture. A representational-figurative artist, Vinnie uses traditional 
bas-relief techniques as visual narratives to expand her storytelling. 
She has won numerous public-art commissions and awards around 
the United States, including Americans for the Arts inaugural Jorge 
and Darlene Pérez Prize for civic engagement. 

	 Born in Yonkers, New York, Vinnie grew up in the Town of
Greenburgh in Westchester County. She displayed a remarkable gift 
for drawing at an early age and developed a passion for painting in 
high school. A Morgan State University alumna, Vinnie is an untutored 
artist and began sculpting in 1993.

	 Vinnie Bagwell co-authored a book titled, “A Study of African-
American Life in Yonkers From the Turn of the Century”, with Harold 
A. Esannason in 1992 and wrote the history of the Baltimore-City 
Public Schools. In the mid-90’s, many followed her compelling articles 
in her weekly column for Gannett Suburban Newspapers/The Herald 
Statesman. She was also a contributing writer for The Harlem Times.
Vinnie Bagwell’s first public artwork, “The First Lady of Jazz Ella
Fitzgerald” at the Yonkers Metro-North/Amtrak train station was com-
missioned by the City of Yonkers in 1996. It is the first public artwork 
of a contemporary African-American woman to be commissioned by 
a municipality in the United States. “Walter ‘Doc’ Hurley”, a 7’ bronze 
of a Hartford local legend, is the first public artwork of a contemporary 
African American in the State of Connecticut.

	 In 2026, Vinnie Bagwell will be installing “On the Road to 
Freedom: Harriet Tubman” at the Underground Heritage Center in 
Niagara Falls, NY, and “Arkansas’s Heroes”, a tribute to African-Amer-
ican Civil War soldiers for the Central Arkansas Library System 
in Little Rock, AR. She is creating the “Breath of My Ancestors,” a 
memorial to enslaved Africans for Ashland:The Henry Clay Plantation in 
Lexington, KY, for 2026 installation. “Victory”, a 14’ black angel, which 
will replace the J. Marion Sims sculpture on Fifth Avenue, outside the 
wall of Central Park at 103rd Street, in New York City and her newly 
won “Philadelphia’s First Lady of the Law: Sadie T.M. Alexander” are 
slated to be installed in 2027. 

“Waiting for Auction”, at the new Freedom Memorial Sculpture Park 
in Montgomery, AL.; “I AM A MAN; The Reverend James Lawson”, 
at the Pennsylvania State University, the Eberly Campus, Fayette; 
and “Mary Burnett Talbert” in Buffalo, were among her achievements, 
in 2024. “The Enslaved Africans’ Rain Garden” in Yonkers, NY–an 
urban-heritage sculpture garden featuring five life-sized bronzes to 
commemorate the legacy of the first enslaved Africans to be manu-
mitted by law in the United States, 64 years before the Emancipation 
Proclamation–was permanently installed in 2022. “Sojourner Truth” 
celebrated the 100th anniversary of the 19th Amendment and the 
Women’s Suffrage Movement in 2020 for the Walkway Over the 
Hudson in Highland, NY. The creative genius of Vinnie Bagwell’s work 
gives voice to our stories and meaning to our legacies.
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