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Lead Artist: Sculptor | Writer | Art Directar | Vice President: Enslaved Africans’ Rain Garden, Inc.

Vinnie Bagwell is a 2022-2023 inductee for the Who's Who in America for sculpture. A representational-
figurative artist, Vinnie uses traditional bas-relief techniques as visual narratives to expand her storytelling. A powerful
storyteller, Vinnie’s sculptures give voice to the ancestors’ stories and meaning to their legacies.

Commissions

2025 - “Philadelphia’s First Lady of the Law, Sadie T.M. Alexander” | 9’ Bronze | City of Phila., PA

2024 - The Breath of My Ancestors | 7’ bronze | Ashland: Henry Clay Plantation, Lexington, KY
+ Cedar Hills: Frederick Douglass | 42" bronze Bust | Amazon Services | Washington, DC
+ Arkansas Heroes | 7’ bronze | Central Arkansas Library System, Little Rock, AR

2023 -« Victory Beyond Sims: 14’ bronze | City of New York | Central Park, New York, NY

“The First Lady of Jazz, Ella Fitzgerald” + Waiting for Auction | 7’ and 4.5 bronzes | The Equal Justice Initiative | Freedom Monument
' ©1996 Sculpture Park, Montgomery, AL
(The first sculpture of a contemporary * Mary Burnett Talbert | 5.25 bronze | Erie County | Buffalo NY

African-American woman to be commissioned
by a municipality in the United States) ~ 2022:  « The Reverend James Lawson: 6’ bronze | Pennsylvania State Fayette, Lamont Furnace, PA
Srace Rocel ohatoursnor * On the Road to Freedom: Harriet Tubman: 7’ bronze | New York State | Niagara Falls, NY
+ The Sacred Place of My Ancestors: lje | 8’ bronze | Town of Montgomery | Montgomery NY

2021: - Yesterday: 4'x 3’ bronze bas relief on 5'x 4’ Mesabi® black granite slab | Irvington, NY
* Richard A. Tucker Library: 6.5 bronze | City of Norfolk | Norfolk, VA

2020: - Erma Hayman: (8) bronze-resin wall hangings | City of Boise | Boise, ID

2019: -~ The Enslaved Africans’ Rain Garden: BiBi, Sola and Olumide: (3) Life-sized bronzes |
City of Yonkers & National Endowment for the Arts | Yonkers, NY
* Sojourner Truth: 7’ bronze | New York State Office of Parks, Recreation, and
Historic Preservation | The Walkway Over the Hudson, Highland, NY
+ Welford Sanders: 7’ bronze | Martin Luther King, Jr., Economic Devel. Corp. | Milwaukee, WI

2018: +What's Going On!- Marvin Gaye: 6’5" bronze | DC Government Department of
General Services | Marvin Gaye Recreation Center, Washington, DC
* Contraband!: (3) 1'x 4’ bronze bas-relief sculptures | DC Government Department of
General Services | Garrison Elementary School, Washington, DC
* The Immortals: 12’ x 4 bas-relief wall hanging | DC Government Department of
General Services | Ron Brown Preparatory School, Washington, DC
» Walter “Doc” Hurley”: 7’ bronze | State of Connecticut | First public art work of a
contemporary African American in the State of Connecticut | Hartford, CT

2017: -~ The Enslaved Africans’ Rain Garden: Themba the Boatman: 6’5" bronze | City of Yonkers
Yonkers, NY

2016: * The Enslaved Africans’ Rain Garden: I'Satta: 8' bronze | New York State Council on the Arts
Yonkers, NY

2015:  * The Man in the Arena: 36" bronze 3/4 bust of Theodore Roosevelt | DC Government
Department of General Services | Roosevelt Senior High School, Washington, DC

2012: - The Piano Lesson: Grace/Faith: (2) bas reliefs for August Wilson’s play, “The Piano Lesson’
Ruben Santiago-Hudson, Director | Signature Theater | New York, NY
* Legacies: 6’ bronze | City of Memphis | Chickasaw Heritage Park, Memphis,TN

2011: - Liberté: 24’ bronze | Year-long inaugural exhibition, “Road to Equality: The Freedom
Riders of 1961 for the 50th anniversary of the Freedom Riders | Freedom Rides Museum
Alabama Historical Society and Alabama State Arts Council | Montgomery, AL

2009: - Enslaved Africans Rain Garden: (5) 1/3-scale bronzes and site-plan design for an
urban-heritage sculpture garden to honor enslaved Africans | City of Yonkers, NY

2008: - Frederick Douglass Circle: 7’ bronze | Hofstra University | Hempstead, NY



2006: 1 Have A Dream”: 24’ bronze-resin Martin Luther King, Jr. | City of Roanoke, VA
2004: « Frederick Douglass Circle: 27" bronze-resin | Highland Beach Historical Society |
Frederick Douglass Museum and Cultural Center, Highland Beach, MD

2000: * The Rev. Willie H. Upshaw: 3'x4’ relief | Mt. Carmel Baptist Church | Yonkers, NY

1996: - The First Lady of Jazz Ella Fitzgerald”: Life-sized bronze | City of Yonkers | The
first public artwork of a contemporary African- American woman commissioned by a
municipality in the U.S. | Yonkers Metro-North Amtrak train station, Yonkers, NY

Awards
2022  Marquis Who’s Who in America in the Arts | ArtsWestchester Advancing Equity Award
2021  ArtsWestchester Arts Award | Camp Barker Memorial: Award of Merit, AIA Virginia
2020: The Jorge and Darlene Peréz Award | Americans for the Arts inaugural award
2019:  The McCarthy Oscelo Award | Delta Sigma Theta, Westchester County Chapter
2018:  Black-Heritage Arts Award | Yonkers African-American Heritage Committee
2016: Impact Award | Black Women’s Jazz & the Arts Award
I'Satta ©2015 2017:  The Oscelo Award | Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, Inc. | The Elizabeth Catlett Trail Blazer
Enslaved Africans’ Rain Garden Award | Westchester County, New York | ArtsAlive Grant | ArtsWestchester
Jonathan Lewis, photographer  2015:  Spirit of the Woman Inspiration Award | Yonkers YWCA, Yonkers, NY | New York
State Senate Proclamation of Recognition | United States House of Representatives
Certificate of Special Congressional Recognition | New York State Assembly Citation
City of Yonkers, New York, Certificate of Recognition
2011:  U.S. Congress Certificate of Achievement | U.S. House of Representatives
Certificate of Special Congressional Recognition | New York State Senate
Proclamation of Recognition (2) New York State Assembly Citations | Westchester
County Board of Legislators Proclamation | Certificate of Recognition: City of Yonkers
Mayor, City-Council President, and City-Council District Leader
2009: ArtsWestchester ArtsAlive Grant for the “The Father of the Blues” 100th anniversary
2003: Artistic Excellence Award | Yonkers Friends of the Arts and the Yonkers BID

Finalist Awards
2024  + Slave Memorial | City of Richmond, VA
2023  « Dorothy Height | Washington, DC
* Harriet Tubman | City of Philadelphia, PA
* Harriet Tubman | State University of New York Binghamton, Binghamton, NY
* New York Public Library | New York, New York
* W.E.B. DuBois | City of Great Barrington, MA
* Fannie Williams | City of Smyrna, GA
2022  « Marian Anderson | City of Philadelphia, PA
2021« William B. Gould Memorial | City East Dedham | Dedham, MA
* Harriet Tubman | City of Newark, Newark, NJ
* Lunzy Delano “L.D.” Britt, MD | Eastern Virginia Medical School, Norfolk, VA
2020 - Maya Angelou | City of San Francisco, San Francisco, CA
2019:  «Young Frederick Douglass | New Bedford, MA
* Nellie Stone | Minneapolis, MN
* The Bronze Ceiling | Lexington, KY
2017:  « The Gertrude Howe Civil-Rights Public-Art Tribute | Boston, MA
2016:  Marion S. Barry Public-Art Project | Washington, DC
* Elizabeth Porter Park Public-Art Project | Marietta, GA
2015:  « Mary Walker-Mary Ruth Dunbar Public-Art Project | Bradenton, FL
2014: -« United States Mint Artist Infusion Program | US Mint/DC Government
* Ballou High School | Washington, DC
* Indianapolis African-American Cultural Trail | Indianapolis, IN
* Chuck Brown Memorial Park | Washington, DC
2013:  « Harriet Tubman and Thomas Garrett Park | Wilmington, DE
2004 -« Frederick Douglass Circle | Central Park Conservancy | New York, NY

Education
Morgan State University, Baltimore, MD | Bachelor of Science | Psychology



